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AUULYLQJ LQ PaULV VHYHUaO Ga\V aIWHU WHUURULVWV aWWacNHG WKH HGLWRULaO RIILcHV RI
Charlie Hebdo, CKaUOHV Ra\ KaG a YLVLRQ RI WKH aUcKaQJHO GabULHO aOLJKWLQJ
WR aVVXaJH a SHRSOH LQ PRXUQLQJ. PURYRNHG b\ WKH MRXUQaO¶V SXbOLcaWLRQ RI a
caUWRRQ PRcNLQJ WKH SURSKHW MXKaPPHG, WKH GHaGO\ aVVaXOW VKaWWHUHG WKH
LOOXVLRQ WKaW FUaQcH ZaV a QaWLRQ RI WROHUaQcH.

SLQcH GabULHO LV SUHVHQW LQ WKH OOG aQG NHZ THVWaPHQWV aQG WKH QXU¶aQ, Ra\
UHcNRQHG WKaW WKH aUcKaQJHO cRXOG aGGUHVV HYHU\RQH. AV a cRQWHPSRUaU\
VcXOSWRU YHUVHG LQ WUaGLWLRQ, Ra\ JaYH IRUP WR KLV LPaJH b\ VcXOSWLQJ a \RXQJ
PaQ LQ IOLS-IORSV.
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Archangel, 2021. Cypress. 13 ft. 5 1/2 in. × 89 1/2 in. × 45 1/2 in. Collection of the artist, ... [+]  TAKERU

KORODA

CXUUHQWO\ RQ YLHZ aW WKH MHWURSROLWaQ MXVHXP RI AUW, VWaQGLQJ RQ aQ
LQWHJUaO SHGHVWaO WKaW SXWV IOLS-IORSV aW H\H OHYHO, Archangel bHaUV QR WUacH RI
WKH cRQWH[W WKaW LQVSLUHG LW. Ra\ KaV HYHQ HOLPLQaWHG WKH VZRUG ZLHOGHG b\
KLV PRGHO LQ UHIHUHQcH WR WKH bLbOLcaO aUcKHW\SH. IQ WKH VHYHQ \HaUV KH WRRN WR
UHaOL]H KLV YHUVLRQ RI GabULHO LQ KaQG-caUYHG c\SUHVV, aOO bXW WKH HVVHQWLaO KaV
bHHQ cKLVHOHG aZa\ WR H[SUHVV a PRPHQW RI KHaYHQO\ YLVLWaWLRQ.
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Ra\ KaV VXPPRQHG WKH XQLYHUVaO. TKRVH IOLS-IORSV, aV ZHOO aV GabULHO¶V
UROOHG-XS MHaQV aQG PaQ bXQ, VHSaUaWH WKH XQLYHUVaO IURP WKH JHQHULc.

AV a cHQWHUSLHcH RI WKH MHW¶V QHZ CKaUOHV Ra\ UHWURVSHcWLYH, Archangel
VHUYHV aOVR aV aQ XQRIILcLaO VWaQGaUG-bHaUHU IRU WKH aUWLVW. AOWKRXJK RWKHU
ZRUNV aUH PaGH RXW RI PaWHULaOV UaQJLQJ IURP ILbHUJOaVV WR VWaLQOHVV VWHHO,
aQG VXbMHcWV UaQJH IURP cRPPHUcLaO cXOWXUH WR KLJK OLWHUaWXUH, PXcK RI Ra\¶V
ZRUN LV aQLPaWHG b\ a cRPPLQJOLQJ RI VZHHSLQJ JHQHUaOLW\ aQG LQWHQVH
VSHcLILcLW\, a MaUULQJ cRPbLQaWLRQ RI IHaWXUHV WKaW UHVROYHV LQWR a NLQG RI
WLPHOHVV LPPHGLac\ WKURXJK H[WUHPH aWWHQWLRQ WR GHWaLO.

FLbHUJOaVV ZaV WKH PHGLXP WKaW ILUVW HVWabOLVKHG Ra\ aV a PaMRU
cRQWHPSRUaU\ aUWLVW. BacN LQ 1990, Ra\ ZRUNHG ZLWK a cRPPHUcLaO
PaQQHTXLQ IabULcaWRU WR cUHaWH aQ XQcaQQ\ VHOI-SRUWUaLW. TKH PaQQHTXLQ
KaV Ra\¶V IacLaO IHaWXUHV, aQG VSRUWV RQH RI KLV IaYRULWH RXWILWV. IW ORRNV MXVW
OLNH KLP ± RU ORRNV H[acWO\ aV KH ZRXOG ORRN LI KH ZHUH PaGH RI SaLQWHG
ILbHUJOaVV.

TKH ZRUN LV LQWHOOHcWXaOO\ bHJXLOLQJ bHcaXVH Ra\ GLJQLILHV WKH PaQQHTXLQ aV
aQ aUW IRUP, LQWURGXcLQJ XQLTXHQHVV WR aQ RbMHcW WKaW LV VXSSRVHG WR VWaQG LQ
IRU WKH aYHUaJH PaOH cRQVXPHU. TKH LURQ\ LV GHHSHQHG b\ WKH IacW WKaW WKH
ILJXUH UHVHPbOHV KLP SaUWLaOO\ RQ accRXQW RI WKH cORWKLQJ, ZKLcK LV PRGHOHG
RQ WKH PaQQHTXLQ LQ a Za\ WKaW PLJKW bH GRQH WR SHUVXaGH VRPHRQH OLNH
KLP WR bX\ LW. HLV LGHQWLW\ LV IXOO\ cRQWHPSRUaU\, PLUHG LQ WKH cXOWXUH WKaW
RXWILWV SHRSOH ZLWK PaVV-SURGXcHG SHUVRQaOLWLHV.
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Ra\¶V SUHRccXSaWLRQ ZLWK PaQQHTXLQV H[WHQGHG ZHOO bH\RQG KLV Self-
Portrait RI 1990 (aQG VXbVHTXHQW VHOI-SRUWUaLWV PHWLcXORXVO\ UHSOLcaWLQJ KLV
JHQLWaOV). OQH RI WKH PRVW VWULNLQJ H[aPSOHV LQ WKH UHWURVSHcWLYH LV baVHG RQ
PLGcHQWXU\ VWRUH ZLQGRZ IL[WXUHV. Boy LV bR\LVK LQ HYHU\ Za\ ± aW OHaVW
accRUGLQJ WR PaLQVWUHaP UHSUHVHQWaWLRQV RI APHULcaQ bR\KRRG LQ WKH 1950V
± H[cHSW WKaW KH KaV WKH KHLJKW RI a IXOO-JURZQ PaQ.
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CUHaWHG LQ 1992, WKH ZRUN PLJKW HaVLO\ bH LQWHUSUHWHG aV a VWaWHPHQW abRXW
SURMHcWLRQ RI JURZQ-XS H[SHcWaWLRQV RQ cKLOGUHQ, bXW LV PRUH LPSUHVVLYH LI
YLHZHG aV a K\bULG IRUP cRPbLQLQJ RI PaQQHTXLQ aQG PRQXPHQW. WKaW Ra\
acKLHYHV ZLWK Boy ± ZKLcK KH bHJaQ WR H[SORUH ZLWK KLV Self-Portrait – LV WKH
WUaQVIRUPaWLRQ RI WKH LQcLGHQWaO LQWR WKH HSLc b\ JLYLQJ LW XQH[SHcWHG
SUHVHQcH.

Self-Portrait LV a VcXOSWXUaO ZRUN b\ a cRQcHSWXaO aUWLVW. Boy LV a
cRQcHSWXaOO\ SURYRcaWLYH ZRUN b\ a VcXOSWRU.

IQ VXbVHTXHQW \HaUV, Ra\ KaVQ¶W IXOO\ abaQGRQHG KLV cRQcHSWXaO URRWV, bXW
KaV aOORZHG WKH URRW cRQcHSW RI Boy WR JURZ LQWR a PHWKRGRORJ\ IRU PaNLQJ
ILJXUaWLYH VcXOSWXUH LQ WKH 21  cHQWXU\, aQG a Za\ RI aGGUHVVLQJ WKH
cKaOOHQJH IacHG b\ 21  cHQWXU\ VcXOSWRUV VHHNLQJ WR VWaQG WKH WHVW RI WLPH
ZLWKRXW LJQRULQJ WKH IOHHWLQJ TXaOLWLHV RI WKH HYHU-bULHIHU KHUH-aQG-QRZ. Ra\
KaV UHcRJQL]HG WKaW a VcXOSWXUH LV PRVW SUHVHQW LI WKH VcXOSWRU LV IXOO\
SUHVHQW, LQVWaQWLaWLQJ HQGXULQJ WKHPHV ZLWK RbVHUYHG GHWaLOV.

Reclining Woman, 2018. Stainless steel. 59 3/4 x 83 x 44 in. Collection Glenn and Amanda Fuhrman NY,
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Ra\¶V VWaLQOHVV VWHHO Reclining Woman LV RQH RI WKH cOHaUHVW H[aPSOHV RI WKLV
aSSURacK. TKH SRVH LV cOaVVLcaO. TKH PRGHO¶V GLVWHQGHG bHOO\ aQG bUHaVWV aUH
VSHcLILc HQRXJK WR bH LGHQWLILabOH. TKH PaWHULaO LV LQGXVWULaO. TKH WUHaWPHQW
aUWLVaQaO.ɾ

AV ZLWK Archangel, WKH LQLWLaO HIIHcW LV GLVRULHQWLQJ. BXW ZKaW VHHPV aW ILUVW
WR bH H[WUHPH MX[WaSRVLWLRQ cRQVROLGaWHV LQWR a YLVXaO H[SHULHQcH WKaW UHQHZV
WKH SURPLVH RI ILJXUaWLYH VcXOSWXUH LQ RXU RZQ Ga\ aQG aJH. =

Ra\¶V VcXOSWXUH aVcHQGV bH\RQG PHUH WROHUaQcH. AQ\ bHacK bXP caQ bH a
KHaYHQO\ bHLQJ. EYHU\RQH LV PRQXPHQWaO.

Follow me on Twitter. 
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